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I refer to the Public Petitions Committee (PPC) letter of 21 December 2017 regarding 
Petition PE1664 - Greater Protection for Mountain Hares, seeking the views of the 
Scottish Government on what opportunity there may be for members of the public, 
including the petitioner, to contribute to the development of the new Principles of 
Moorland Management (PoMM) guidance on sustainable hare management currently 
being developed by the Moorland Forum. 
 
Draft guidance on sustainable hare management has now been produced and was 
discussed at the Moorland Forum meeting on the 3 November 2017, and at the 
PoMM Steering Group meeting on 7th December 2017. Unfortunately due to illness 
a number of key interested parties were unable to attend the PoMM Steering Group 
meeting. A further revised draft of the guidance is currently being prepared and will 
be circulated to the Steering Group shortly.  
 
The Moorland Forum is the lead body which has been asked to take forward the 
development of the suite of PoMM guides. The guides are technical in nature aimed 
at providing prescriptive advice to practitioners. It would therefore be inappropriate 
for the draft guides to be the subject of public consultation.  The Moorland Forum 
consists of 27 member organisations representing a wide range of interests. The 
petitioner, Mr Huyton, can seek membership of the Forum by contacting the Forum 
directly. 
 
The PPC may recall that in May 2017, the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform, Roseanna Cunningham, announced that the 
Scottish Government would set up an independently-led group to look at the 
environmental impact of grouse moor management practices such as muirburn, the 
use of medicated grit and mountain hare culls, and to recommend options for 
regulation including licensing and other measures which could be put in place 
without new primary legislation.  
 
The independent grouse moor review group has now been established and will 
report back to the Cabinet Secretary in spring 2019. Further details can be found at 
https://news.gov.scot/news/moorland-management  
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